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Spring! and after the rather odd weather we had this winter let's hope it all settles down and
we have spring summer and autumn as they normally are. Talking of summer Swavesey
Festival is nearly here, events are being planned and there are details for some of them in
this issue check out the festival website too and look out for posters - sometimes we do not
get details in time to publish them in advance.

Remember posters for village and charity events can be displayed on the notice boards at
the busway contact the editor if you want to display one for an event that is part of Swavesey
festival.

We cannot display posters for commercial events/businesses but if you are holding a fund
raiser for the Festival or a village organisation we can.

Deadline for the June/July issue is 20th April please

Editor
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Major Events List
This list is intended to avoid major events clashing on the same day. It will only work if we are
advised of all such events, so please let us know as soon as you can confirm the details.

A form is available at the back of this magazine. We will list them in this section of the
Magazine and also on our website at www.swaveseymeridian.org.uk

2016
Sunday, April 24, Yesteryear Road Run in aid of Cancer Reseach UK. Over 300 classic
vehicles on parade. Expected in Swavesey around 11am.

Saturday, April 30, Freddie Hall Band 7.30pm at Over Community Centre. Tickets £10 from
Over Day Centre.

Saturday, May 7, April Burgess Martin School of Ballet presents The Seasons + Elite
Syncopations 3.15pm & 7.30pm at Swavesey Village College. Tickets £8 on 01954 200533,
April Martin.

Sunday, May 8, The Five Pub Challenge. Meet at Over Day Centre for an 11am start. £8 in
advance or £10 on the day, 01954 231807.

Sunday, May 8, The Meridian Meander Walk which is 26 miles. £10 adult & £5 child (No en-
try on the day), Allison Box, amsdjb@yahoo.co.uk

Saturday, May 14, Teddy Bear Parachute Jump at St Andrews Church Tower - 2pm - 4pm,
Andrew Stevens, (01954) 231433

Editor: April Martin Tel: 01954 200533
Treasurer: David Gedny Tel: 01954 231305
Production: Alan Morris Tel: 01954 202664
Advertising: Rob Wills Tel: 01954 232947
Distribution Selwyn Richardson Tel 01954 202974
Subscriptions Jan Waller Tel: 01954 230795
Complaints Maureen Hadfield Tel: 01954 230414
Proofreading Alison Lucas Tel: 01954 232984
General Assistant Simon Ansell Tel: 01954 231137
Website: Alan Morris

www.swaveseymeridian.org.uk
Tel: 01954 202664

Emails: editor@swaveseymeridian.org.uk

adverts@swaveseymeridian.org.uk

webmaster@swaveseymeridian.org.uk

MERIDIAN COMMITTEE
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Saturday, May 14, Swavesey Community Choir will be performing Vivaldi’s Gloria and Karl
Jenkins’ The Armed Man’ 7.30pm at St Andrews Church. There will be tickets available on
the door but you can also reserve them by calling  Chrissie Richardson on 07881 824095

Friday, June 17, German Oompah Band/German Beer Night 7.30 p.m at Swavesey
Windmill. Tickets £15 from 01954 232247.

Sunday, June 19, Swavesey Spartans Day 2015-2016. 11am – 17.30pm on Swavesey Village
Green, Neil Jordison, (01954) 204390

Monday, June 20, Rock & Roll Bingo 8.00pm at the White Horse, Katie or Baz, 01954
231665

Wednesday, June 22, Hot Traditional Jazz Night 7.30pm at Swavesey Windmill. Join us for
an evening of Jazz. Licensed bar. Tickets £15 inc basket meal from 01954 232247

Thursday, June 23, Comedy Night 7.30pm at Swavesey Windmill. Tickets £7.50 from 01954
232247 -  Bring your own nibbles., Simon Shore, (01954) 230848

Friday, June 24, Barn Dance 7.45pm - Midnight on Swavesey Village Green. £16 per
-person inc. fabulous food, Nicole, (01954) 201061

Sunday, June 26, Jonathan Sage Quartet Concert 7.30pm at St Andrew’s Church. An evening
concert of classical music. Tickets £10 (under 16s free) from Jacqui Fuller, 01954 230774
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April
Wednesday 6 Refuse Collection Black Bin Collection

Wednesday 13 Refuse Collection Green & Blue Bins

Wednesday 13 Swavesey Parish Council Annual Parish Meeting 7.30pm, The Memorial
Hall. Note this is not a Parish Council Meeting
and you are invited to come and discuss the
proposal to set up a 'A Neighbourhood Plan for
Swavesey' in view of proposals to build another
400 houses.

Tuesday 19 Swavesey & Over
Conservation Society

Visit to RSPB Ouse Fen with Hannah Bernie.
Meet at Over Community Centre Car Park at
5.30pm

Wednesday 20 Refuse Collection Black Bin Collection

Sunday 24 Yesteryear Road Run Yesteryear Road Run in aid of Cancer Research
UK. Over 300 classic vehicles on parade.. Expect-
ed at swavesey around 11am.

Monday 25 Swavesey Parish Council Parish Council Meeting - Full Council Meeting
7.30pm in the Memorial Hall

Wednesday 27 Refuse Collection Green & Blue Bins

Saturday 30 Over Day Centre Freddie Hall Band 7.30pm at Over Community
Centre. Tickets £10 from Over Day Centre

May
Thursday 5 Refuse Collection Black Bin Collection (Note Thursday)

Saturday 7 April Burgess Martin
School of Ballet

April Burgess Martin School of Ballet presents
The Seasons + Elite Syncopations 3.15pm &
7.30pm at Swavesey Village College. Tickets £8
on 01954 200533

Sunday 8 Over Day Centre The Five Pub Challenge. Meetat Over Day Centre
for an 11am start. £8 in advance or £10 on the day.
01954 231807

Sunday 8 Over Day Centre The Meridian Meander Walk which is 26 miles.
£10 adult & £5 child (No entry on the day)

Wednesday 11 Refuse Collection Green & Blue Bins

Saturday 14 St Andrew's Church Teddy Bear Parachute Jump at St Andrews Church
Tower - 2pm - 4pm
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Saturday 14 Swavesey Community
Choir

We will be performing Vivaldi’s Gloria and Karl
Jenkins ‘The Armed Man’. 7.30pm at St Andrews
Church. There will be tickets available on the door
but you can also reserve them by calling 07881
824095.

Wednesday 18 Refuse Collection Black Bin Collection

Monday 23 Swavesey Parish Council Annual Parish Council Meeting (AGM) -   Full
Council Meeting 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall

Wednesday 25 Refuse Collection Green & Blue Bins

Wednesday 25 Swavesey & Over
Conservation Society

Punt Trip towards Grantchester to view Bats and
their Habitats with Iain Webb from the Wildlife
Trust . Meet at Scudamores Boat Yard on Silver
Street Cambridge at 8.30pm. Price £18.50 - Limit-
ed numbers so book by April 25 via Pat Miles:
01954 780

June
Thursday 2 Refuse Collection Black Bin Collection   (Note Thursday)

Wednesday 8 Refuse Collection Green & Blue Bins

Swavesey W.I. Report

Our new programme begins this month, so our members are looking forward to a varied and
interesting slection of talks, outings etc for the year ahead.   If you are interested in finding
out what we get up to, please ring Deirdre 01954 230897 for more information.
Our monthly meetings are always very well attended and you would be given a very warm
welcome.

We meet at the Memorial Hall, second Monday in the month at 7.30pm.
www.swavesey-womens-institute.org.uk

Dates for Diary

April 11th "My Dog's Nose Knows"
 A talk on Medical detection dogs

May 9th "You cannot be serious"
Tales from a Wimbledon Umpire

CLUB REPORTS
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Swavesey Spartans FC
2015/16 season   Spring has dawned, the clocks have gone forward and Swavesey
Spartans are now well past the halfway point in the season with all of the teams playing
good football and winning their fair share of games. At the quarter final stages of the
cup competitions some of our teams are still dreaming of donning cup final suits whilst
others are concentrating on the league (to use a football cliché).  More importantly the
club continues to develop footballers in both the girls and boys games and contributes
to the journey from infants school children to adulthood. The club has also recently
passed its annual Charter Standard Healthcheck which means all of our coaches have
passed all of the necessary courses to be qualified to teach and work with children. The
major frustration since the end of 2014 has been the condition of the pitches on
Swavesey Green, but after 15 months of rest and repair Spartans came back home in
February - many thanks to all who have worked so hard to make this possible.  We also
need to thank our temporary landlords in Fen Drayton and Elsworth we will continue to
utilise their facilities as the club grows - the Green issue has expanded our footprint and
attracted players from these villages; success from the face of adversity.  The impact of
our absence has been felt by Swavesey Pavilion who have been losing revenue to other
villages simply because the club has been unable to play on the Green; our return will
overcome the issue.  It's great to see so many children wanting to play football or get
involved with Swavesey Spartans so with the pitch situation addressed it will allow the
club to continue it's growth and also to be able to support the facilities in Swavesey.

Website.  Our site was relaunched at the start of 2016.  Please take a look and contact
us with any questions or suggestions using the details in this edition of the Meridian or
through the website. www.swaveseyspartans.co.uk is the address you need.

Cambridge United   Cambridge United play in League 2 of the Football League and
have invited a small number of local clubs to partner with them. Swavesey Spartans
accepted their invitation and support club as it strives to reach League 1(3rd division to
those above the age of 30!). Spartans benefit through support at training and club events.
We currently receive 20% discount on holiday football courses and regularly get free
tickets for our players and a 25% discount for parents. United hope to secure more
supporters, the Spartans players may become fans for life, and of course they hope they
will spot a star player in our club. Some of our players already train with Cambridge and
continue to play for Spartans; if any were fortunate enough to be invited to join their
academy from school year 4 onwards the player needs to decide whether they want to
leave us and become exclusively a Cambridge United player.  We also have players
attached to Norwich City and Histon who operate frameworks similar to Cambridge.
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Swavesey Festival.  Spartans will be supporting this years village festival.  We start on
Sunday 19 June when we take over the Green from late morning to early evening with
the intra-club tournament and end of season celebration - Spartans Day.  Come and join
us for this family focused event.  Soak up the atmosphere, look to get involved as a
helper or match official or consider becoming a club sponsor - the choice is yours the
most important thing is that we celebrate youth football in a safe environment but
families get to relax and interact in a fun atmosphere.  We will be running our bi-annual
Barn Dance on Friday 24 June for adults only in a marquee on the Green with a licensed
bar and some dubious dance moves from our officials and parents - you will begin to
wonder how some of our teams don't line up with all the players on the left flank when
you witness our coaches dancing.  On the following afternoon we will have our own stall
at the gala - how we can beat the 2014 success of Dom's Bins is the cliffhanger we will
leave you to ponder...

Swavesey Community Choir

We are now in full rehearsal mode for our next concert

SATURDAY 14TH MAY
7.30 pm at ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH

We will be performing Vivaldi’s Gloria and Karl Jenkins ‘The Armed Man’

There will be tickets available on the door but you can also reserve them by
calling 07881 824095.

Please do come and support your local choir. It will be a wonderful concert.

We meet every Wednesday during term time at Swavesey Village College
from 7.30 pm until 9.00 pm

Please contact me if you have any questions: Chrissie Richardson 07881 824095

Happy SingingJ
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As you know, on April 16th we shall be holding our Annual Exhibition; everyone will be
preparing their entries: prints, AV shows, projected images, cards for sale, and then later plenty
of refreshments to enjoy during your visit. We are hoping for a large number of entries to our
Open Competition now these can be sent by e-mail; we always enjoy seeing your pictures.
Please make a note in your diary; it has become a much-enjoyed village event.

We club members have many other events to look forward to. On April 3rd we are having a day
out in King's Lynn; on April 7th we are fortunate enough to be given the use of a professional
studio and equipment for a quite reasonable fee, which will be very small when shared between
all those attending on the night. Later on, May 29th, for what we hope will be a lovely sunny
day, we are visiting Oxburgh Hall in Norfolk, a spectacular National Trust property with moat
and gardens.

Still away from SVC on 5th April we will visit Bedford Camera Club to defend the Felicity
Bickley Trophy for Audio Visual presentation. (If we win it will be a hat trick). Back home, on
28th April, we have our third Set Subject competition, 'Ancient and Modern'. This is the last of
the year, so on 19th May we can view all the winners again and, with the help of a judge (Vic
Hainsworth) we  can vote for the 'Image of the Year'. It will be a close thing as we have had
some superb entries throughout the year. Winning this award is very satisfying, having your
photograph being voted the favourite by all your friends.

Still at home we can look forward to some excellent evenings. On 14th April we have Malcolm
Blumstead talking on his 18 years of photography, 'The Creative Side of Me'. Unusually he
came to photography from black and white drawing. To expand into colour he bought a camera
but ended up producing Black and White prints in a darkroom. Now he specialises in creative
monochrome still life. On April 21st we will meet Paul Gallagher ( no, silly, not the elder
brother of Neil and Liam, but still with northern connections having taken his Diploma in
Southport School of Art). His award-winning work has been seen in many magazines and
exhibitions, and he has published two books. In his talk, 'Transitions', he will describe his
change from large format to digital cameras. He has many images of Northern England,
Scotland and the Arctic. May 5th brings us another photographer well-known for his work in
magazines; Keith Wilson appears regularly in 'Pilot'. His talk, named  'Air to Air', will show
many types of aircraft: gliders, vintage, military, commercial and high altitude. He has also
published several books. Our last talk, on May 12th, is 'The Dynamic Image' by Nadir Khan.
He visits the most inhospitable locations in the world, and he will explain the challenges he
faces, on high mountain peaks and at sub-zero temperatures.

We are nearing the end of our year which will be in June, but if any of these evenings interest
you it is not too late to join us; your membership will charged pro-rata; alternatively you could
come on a single evening for £4.

Mo Hadfield
Swavesey Camera Club
www.swaveseycameraclub.co.uk

A  Busy  Time  Ahead  (for you too if you wish)
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The Swavesey Chronicle is an 83-page document published by Swavesey & District
History Society in 1982. It contains a massive number of very interesting short extracts of
news and reports from the Cambridge Chronicle relating to Swavesey in the years from
1776 to 1899. Thus on falling open at the centre pages, on the left for 16 October 1858 it
says “Railway Station Fire. Early last Tuesday, the coal shed and a large quantity of coal
destroyed by fire. Incendiarism suspected”.

The following report is on page 27 for 4 September 1852: “The Horticultural show. This,
the first Show of the newly formed Swavesey Horticultural Society, was held on the 28th
of August in the National School. Everyone appeared highly interested and it was visited
by some highly respectable persons”. A list of prize winners is given, each receiving hard
cash. John Wilderspin was paid 2 shillings for the best pound of potatoes and Mr E
Mansfield got 1 shilling and sixpence for the second-best dish of assorted fruit.

The report continues “An extra prize was awarded to Miss Gifford of Over for the best
device in flowers. It was a miniature flower garden, with box edgings and sand paths,
containing in the centre a basin and fountain, and one end of a summer house elevated upon
rockwork, interspersed with shells”.

Back to the present day, entry forms for the Swavesey Festival Craft and Produce Show,
listing the entry classes for 2016, are available from village shops, Fiona Ross (200101),
Sally Unwin, (230200), Simon Shore (230848) and Selwyn Richardson (07731 585450).

Just in passing, the entry following Miss Gifford’s triumph is for 20 November 1852 and
reads: “The Duke’s Funeral. On Thursday last, being the day of interment of the Duke of
Wellington the ringers in the village rung a dumb peal as a tribute to the memory of the
loyal and illustrious man whose military achievements and wise counsels have been the
means under Divine Providence of raising England to the exalted station which she now
fills among the other nations of the earth”.

On page 67 for 9 December 1887 there is a complex paragraph containing many names
which runs as follows: “Allotments. Application by the labourers of this parish to St Ives
Sanitary Committee for allotments according to the provisions of the Allotments Act. The
Rev C F Shaw and Mr T W Carter were appointed as the deputies, and they called a meeting
in the National School, which was well attended. The Rev Lushintgton was voted into the
Chair and the Rev W Shaw explained the provisions of the Act. After a short discussion in
which Mr W Cole Sen., Dr Ellis and Mr W A Richman took part, it was agreed to apportion
Galon’s charity land in Hale Road and a field of Mr Fowler’s adjoining. The Feoffee & Mr
Fowler agreeing, and the labourers being content to wait until proper notice to be given to
the present tenants”.

In an earlier Allotments article (Meridian, June/July 2015, pp 11-13) Clifford, at top left
beyond the laurel hedge, reported that many of these allotment plots set up in the 19th
century had become vacant by 1980. Then on Saturday 6 October 2012 today’s block of 60
much smaller but well-manicured, very productive and very impressive plots were set up.

Allotment sort of things from the past
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LADIES SQUASH
BEGINNER’S COURSE

Why not get fit and learn a new sport at the same time.

The beginner’s course runs for six weeks at the Swavesey
Village College courts

beginning Thursday 21st April at 7.30pm.
Each of the six sessions will last for an hour and the cost is £20 in total for the course

which covers light fees and loan of equipment.

It is open to ladies of ANY age or fitness.

Visit our web site to learn more about the club – www.fenlandsquash.org.uk

For more information, contact:
Glynis Fenwick     (glynisfenwick@googlemail.com) Tel: 01954 230634

or info@fenlandsquash.org.uk

Swavesey Ramblers meet on the last Sunday of each month
for a 5-6 mile walk around the villages and countryside of
South Cambridgeshire. The clue to what we do is in the title
– ramble – we are not Swavesey Striders! We enjoy a

sociable, pleasant ramble at a comfortable pace and we even stop half way around for a
flask of coffee and a snack! You do not need to become a member or pay any fees, simply
turn up with your boots, as and when you choose.

We have been up and rambling since May 2007 and you can see some of the walks on
our website  http://www.swavesey-ramblers.org.uk/

We meet at 10am in Market Street and organise cars to the start of the walk. We are
usually finished by 1pm and there is often the option of a pub lunch near the finish.

If you would like any more information please contact us or just turn up one Sunday

Glyn & Sue Jones
Tel: 230650 or 07977 907622 gj@2gsc.net

Swavesey Ramblers
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Longstanton Bowls Club
April 2016

Spring is here at last with the longer evenings and warmer weather, and as usual at this
time of year Longstanton Bowls Club is recruiting new members.  Do you fancy some
gentle exercise on a summer’s evening?  It doesn’t matter if you haven’t played Lawn
Bowls before as we have plenty of members always willing to provide help and guidance.
Everyone is welcome and our membership ranges from juniors to those enjoying
retirement.  We have many members from surrounding villages, including Swavesey,
Over, Willingham, Oakington, Bar Hill and Cottenham.  Don’t worry about equipment,
as the club can assist with this – just wear flat shoes.  We pride ourselves in being a
friendly club where the enjoyment comes from taking part.  The game of bowls provides
an opportunity to make new friends, take gentle exercise and socialise over a “bowls tea”
at the end of the match.  Our bowls green is located on the recreation ground, between the
Longstanton Pavilion and the tennis courts, Over Road, Longstanton.

There’s always time for a swift pint

A close measure for shot

Monday evenings are club roll-up nights,
reserved for informal practice in a mildly
competitive environment, ideal for begin-
ners.  We also have a certified coach who
runs regular coaching sessions for newer
players.  The club plays in a number of
leagues, some of which are more competi-
tive than others.  Away matches give
members an opportunity to experience
other club’s greens and facilities in the
Cambridge area.

The outdoor season runs from late April to September.
If you’re tempted, please come along to our open day
on Saturday, 16th April 2016 (from 2pm) or alterna-
tively, on any Monday evening (from 6pm) to meet
some of the members and possibly try your hand.  If
you just want to watch, then that’s fine too.

For more information visit contact Marion Edwards
on 01954 780118
or email to marionedwards1@btinternet.com .
Also  visit  our  web  site www.longstanton-bowls
club.co.uk .
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Fen Drayton Lakes News
By Luke Wake

The winter of 2015/2016 has been extremely mild and many plants,
particularly daffodils, have flowered very early this year. Therefore it is not
hard to turn my attention to the months of April and May when spring will be
upon us at Fen Drayton Lakes. Longer days and warmer temperatures will see
breeding birds hurriedly building nests, incubating eggs and feeding new born
chicks. Look out for Lapwing with their distinctive ‘peewit’ call, whilst it is
also worth keeping an eye out for Hobbies which begin to arrive in May and
are a joy to watch as they pluck dragonflies from just above the surface of the
lakes and then devour them whilst in flight. As you stroll in the fresh air look
out for long tailed tits and see if you can spot one of their fabulous nests which
are constructed from moss, hair, cobwebs and lichen. Moreover, if you spot
one of these nests you may also see more than two adults attending to it. This
is due to the fact that if a Long Tailed Tit nest fails then this pair will often join
another pair and become helpers at this nest. Long term studies have been able
to show that these helpers are more
often than not related to the pair
which they help.

This time of year is also when the
first dragonflies and damselflies will
begin to emerge. Beautiful Banded
Demoiselles rest on vegetation by
slow flowing rivers and lakes, whilst
male Hairy Dragonflies can be seen
fighting over territories. This adds an
element of excitement and wonder to
a relaxing visit to many wildlife
hotspots.

All in all, April and May are a fantastic time to be out and about enjoying all
the delights that spring brings to a nature reserve such as Fen Drayton Lakes.

If you have any interesting sightings or just want to get in touch then please
feel free to send me an email to luke.wake@rspb.org.uk.

Photo of female Hairy Dragonfly by Paul Rule
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VILLAGE NEWS

Moat Way Play Area Clean-up
A very big thank you to the Swavesey Cub Group who spent time on Sunday 7th February
cleaning up the play equipment in Moat Way.

Unfortunately sometime during October
half-term, fallen fruit was thrown about the
play area, badly staining all of the new play
equipment and leaving squashed fruit inside
the play house.  This wasn’t easy to clean up
but the Cubs have made an excellent job of
the areas they could clean.

We will have to be more aware of the fruit in
the  future  and  organise  its  collection,  to
ensure this doesn’t happen again.  It would
be a shame to have to remove the tree due to
the behaviour of a minority of people.

Thank you to all of you who helped out with the clean-up of the results other
people’s behaviour.
Swavesey Parish Council

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED
OWLS Community Car Scheme provides a valuable and much needed service to those
people living in Over, Willingham, Longstanton and Swavesey who need to attend
medical appointments or make some social journeys, but are unable to access other
means of transport.

Unfortunately we have recently lost the services of a few of our drivers for personal
reasons. With at least 9 regular weekly journeys to fulfil and over 90 journeys being
undertaken every month we now need to recruit additional volunteer drivers..

Drivers use their own cars and receive 45p a mile (30p from client +15p from C.C.C).
Additional insurance cover is provided by Cambridgeshire County Council. Volunteers
also have to undergo a DBS (formerly CRB) check.

Drivers offer particular times/days when they are available – in practice about 4 journeys
a month is very helpful. So can you help maintain this very important Community service?

PLEASE ring the scheme’s mobile number: 07505 254363 for an informal chat, without
commitment.
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Sir Norman Moore
Norman Moore, who has died aged 92, was the modest leader of the scientific team
which discovered the toxic effects of organochlorine pesticides on birds of prey, and
was responsible for their eventual withdrawal from use; it was one of the most
important conservation achievements of the past 50 years.

He lived in Swavesey and as a retirement
present he chose to have a dragonfly pond
excavated in his garden He then monitored it
systematically to record the species that
became established.

An acknowledged authority on dragonflies, he
was a visionary chief advisory officer of the
Nature Conservancy Council in the 1970s and
1980s when the intensification of agriculture
was taking a heavy toll on heaths, woods and
meadows.

But it was his appointment in 1960, as head of
the toxic chemicals and wildlife division of the
Nature Conservancy, based at the Monks
Wood Experimental Station near Huntingdon,
that led to important conservation discoveries.
At Monks Wood, from 1960 to 1974, he
studied the effects of the disappearance of
hedges as well as pesticides and continued his
dragonfly research, digging 20 ponds in a
nearby reserve, Woodwalton Fen.

Extract from The Telegraph obituary at:
www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/11948316/Norman-Moore-conservationist-
obituary.html

Norman Moore Ponds near Wicken Fen
An appeal has been set up with the National Trust in memory of Norman to
support the purchase and management of two new ponds within the Wicken
Fen Vision, one of which will be named the Norman Moore Lake.
This link gives more details:
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/SomeoneSpecial/NormanMooreAppealWickenFen

Sir Norman beside his dragonfly pond in 2002
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Competitions and other things
With lots of events for all the family and spread over ten days from Friday 17 to Sunday 26
June, Swavesey Festival 2016 is bigger than ever before.  It includes “Open Swavesey”
weekend on 18/19 and Gala Day on Sat 25 June.

Passports
We will be operating a chargeable passport system in 2016.  This allows you entry into
displays and activities in St Andrew’s Church, The Memorial Hall and Swavesey Village
College with passports on sale at all three venues.  Every adult pays £3 for their passport but
children under 16 get in free.  It allows you into all Open Gardens and some of these will
also have passports on sale.

The passport will contain a list of entries and their locations in the village of scarecrows,
“front of house” decorations and open gardens with a map to make it all clear.   Topics to
look out for on the Swavesey Heritage Walk, identifying establishments formerly producing
or selling food and drink, including pubs, will be listed but you will have to find these for
yourselves.  Pages of details on the Gala Day programme, starting with fancy dress judging
at 1.00 p.m. and ending with the fireworks finale at 10.30 p.m. will be included.

To get your scarecrow or your decorated front of house area or your open garden into the
passport please send in your entries by Tuesday 31 May to allow time for printing – thanks.

Scarecrows
Enter the competition with your scarecrow based on “The Musicals” theme and see if we
can beat last year’s 38 entries.  Application forms are available from Sally on 230200 or
from Swavesey Newsagents.  To enter costs £3 and there will be a £50 prize for the best
character.

Decorate the front of your house area
This is a new competition and although entry is free there is a £25 prize for the winner.  You
can decorate just your front door or a rockery at the front or your entire front garden with
flowers, statues, yarn bombing, paint etc.  We want to find the prettiest or the most striking
or most original.  To get your house on the trail in the passport simply contact Sally on
230200.

Open Gardens
If you would like to open your garden to visitors on the afternoons of Sat and Sun, with Tues
and Wed evening as additions or alternatives, contact Selwyn on 07731 585450 or at
selwyn.richardson1@gmail.com  by Tuesday 31 May please.
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A sort of Treasure hunt
A casual but exciting wander through Swavesey looking for the answers to a set of
questions.  No entry fee and no prizes because it is so easy to do.  Pick up the sheet of
questions with your passport and check your findings against the list of answers posted on
Gala Day.

Swavesey Heritage Walk
Located more into the suburbs of Swavesey than in 2014.  So wander a bit further and look
out for blue plaques where food or drink activities took place and bright blue flags where
there were pubs.

Village Craft and Produce Show
This competition takes place in the marquee on Gala Day.  See page 11 of Feb/March
Meridian for an initial look at which classes you might be interested in.  Entry forms,
containing full details including Show Regulations, are available from village shops, Fiona
Ross (200101), Sally Unwin, (230200), Simon Shore (230848) and Selwyn Richardson
(07731 585450).  The cost of each entry is £1; after five entries the cost stays at £5 for any
number of entries.  For children the cost is 50p per entry; after five entries it remains at
£2.50 for any number.

Other Festival Goodies Include:
As a special, blockbuster attraction for children on Gala Day Aquazorb will bring their
massive transparent plastic balls to stand inside, walking on water or on land, along with
their inflatable slide and bouncy castle.  Aquazorb charge for this thrilling experience.

Somewhat more leisurely, Compass Café will be run by a Festival team on Thursday 23
June from 10.30 a.m. to 12 noon in Bethel Baptist Church so come and have tea/coffee with
a big slice of lovely cake.

ǒ Food, Glorious Food at St Andrew’s Church.
ǒ Exhibition of paintings, posters, illustrated books etc by Peter Nuttall in the

Memorial Hall.
ǒ Exhibition by the Meridian Quilters in SVC.
ǒ Exhibition by experienced local artists in SVC.
ǒ Village parade – The Musicals.
ǒ Stalls to visit and lots to do on the green.
ǒ Tea and cakes and lots more food and drink.
ǒ Music on the green – all day long.
ǒ Fireworks finale.

Swavesey Festival 100 Club
£ January 2016 Feb-16

First prize 60 Vicky Bidwell John Pook

Second prize 30 Stuart Faben Carol Pook

Third prize 15 Darren Unwin Wendy Norton
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Ticketed Events
The breadth and diversity of our ticketed programme this year tries to include
something for everyone. Starting with a lively, boisterous event at The Windmill
we end with a classical music concert, which we encourage adults and children to
attend, at St Andrew’s Church. There is much to choose from in between.

German Oompah Band/German Beer Night @Swavesey Windmill
Friday 17 June, 7.30 p.m.
Swavesey Festival presents The Bierkeller Schunklers, for an evening of singing,
dancing, clapping, marching and silliness! Bavarian/German costume makes it all
the more fun. Licensed bar. Tickets £15, including Bratwurst and Sauerkraut for
supper. Phone 01954 232247 or e-mail swaveseytickets@gmail.com.

Rock & Roll Bingo at the White Horse.
Monday 20 June, 8.00 p.m.
Bingo with a musical twist, free entry, £2 per game, 4 games. Cash prizes.
Talk to Katie or Baz at the pub or phone 01954 231665 for more details.

Fun for Children in Swavesey Library
Tuesday 21 June from 3.45 p.m. to 5.00 p.m.
Storytelling, rhymes and fun activities for children of all ages.  Only 40 tickets
available at 50p per child (over 2 years) on sale from the Library in Swavesey
Village College.  Tea is included too so get your tickets quickly.  The tiger will
be coming for tea and it would be good if children could, if they wished, dress up
as tigers or bring tiger toys with them. Children must be accompanied by an adult.

Family Concert in New Hall at Swavesey Village College
Tuesday 21 June, from 7.00 p.m. to 8.00 p.m.
A concert mainly for primary-aged children and their parents featuring musicians
from Swavesey (Saturday) Music School.
Tickets £2.00 from SVC, 01954 230366, ext.300.

Hot Traditional Jazz Night @ Swavesey Windmill
Wednesday 22 June, 7.30 p.m.
After 17 years, Freddie and Friends are well known throughout Cambridgeshire
to put on a great show. Join us for an evening of Jazz. Licensed bar. Tickets £15,
including basket meal of chilli & rice or vegetable gumbo or Cajun chicken.
Phone 01954 232247 or e-mail swaveseytickets@gmail.com.
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Comedy Night @ Swavesey Windmill
Thursday 23 June, 7.30 p.m.
Raymond and Mr Timpkins Revue is an uncle/nephew combo that will have you
in stitches! Winner of English Comedian of the Year 2014, Jack Campbell, local
to Cambridgeshire, provides good, clean entertainment.
Licensed bar.
Tickets £7.50. Bring your own nibbles.
Phone 01954 232247 or e-mail swaveseytickets@gmail.com.
Sponsored by Ash Croft Veterinary Surgery, Hardwick.

Kids Disco in the Marquee on Swavesey Village Green
Friday 24 June from 4.00 p.m. to 5.30 p.m.
Arranged by Lisa for primary school age children. Tickets £1 on the door.

Spartans’ Barn Dance in the Park on Swavesey Village Green
Friday 24 June from 7.45 p.m. to midnight
Back by popular demand and raising money for a Village defibrillator.
Licensed bar.
Tickets £16, including delicious food.
Get your tickets from Nicole Mullee 201061, Claire Mott 200409
or Gary Peet 202459. See you all there for a dosido/do-si-do!

Jonathan Sage Quartet Concert at St Andrew’s Church
Sunday 26 June at 7.30 p.m.
We finish off the Festival with an evening concert of classical music.
An internationally acclaimed clarinet player working
with a trio from the London-based Keats String
Quartet, Jonathan attended Swavesey Primary
School and Swavesey Village College. We will be
treated to a preview of a programme which they
will subsequently be touring across the UK,
including works by Mozart, Crusell and Krommer.
Drinks available during the interval.
Tickets £10 (under 16s free) from Jacqui Fuller,
01954 230774 or e-mail
swaveseytickets@gmail.com.
Sponsored by The Meridian magazine, Swavesey Garage and Whitfield Group.
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See our website at www.swaveseymeridian.org.uk
for the full and latest surgery newsletters. Ed

Swavesey Surgery
(01954) 230202

Out of hours 0330 123 9131
Website:-

www.swaveseysurgery.nhs.uk

Over Surgery
(01954) 231550

Out of hours 0330 123 9131
Website:- www.oversurgery.nhs.uk

Longstanton
(01954) 207600
Out of hours 111

Website:-
www.willinghammedicalpractice.nhs.uk

Bar Hill Surgery
(01954) 780442

Out of hours (01954) 780442 -
call will automatically be diverted
Website:- www.mhmaple.co.uk/

Fenstanton
7E High Street, Fenstanton

01480 461873
Out of hours 01480 461873.

call will automatically be diverted
Website:-

www.northcotehousesurgery

Doctors Surgeries

Freddie Hall Band
Saturday 30th April

Join us at Over Community Centre
for a night of Soul, Motown and R&B from this

five-piece band!

Tickets £10 available from
Over Day Centre

The Over
Day Centre

1 Drings Close, Over,
Cambs CB24 5NZ

Fancy dress optional
Registered Charity No: 800829
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The Improved Library
Is located in the old
Entrance Hall at the
Village College.
Come and join us!

Our last story time, to mark our reopening, was a great
success. We have two story times planned for 22 March
and 26 April at 3.45pm.

Come and join in!!
If you are a member of the County Library service you can borrow all
our books. You can order books and other material for collection at our
Library.  You and all your family can also join the library with us and
borrow up to 12 books each! And remember - it’s all Free!!

Opening hours are now

Tuesday 15.30 to 17.30

Wednesday 18.00 to 20.00

Thursday 18.00 to 20.00

And the first Saturday in every month 10am to 12noon

Your Library Committee can be contacted through:

Richard Hart 202707 Sarah Hellon 230960

Jacqui Fuller 230774 Sue Jones 230650

John Pook 230978 Doug and Lorraine Hunt 232478

We always welcome volunteers to help man the Library so
please join us and keep your library alive!!!
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Patricia "Pat" Wood
January 15th, the sun was shining and the sky was blue as much of Swavesey ground
to a halt to say farewell to and celebrate the life of Pat, who had been the Landlady of
the White Horse Inn for almost 15 years. Local residents were joined by many others
from across Cambridgeshire and indeed from many other parts of the country, even
Wisbechistan was represented.

Pat originated from Wolverhampton where
she lived & worked at the Ever-Ready
factory until she met Swavesey boy Will at
her old school friend's house warming
party in spring 1984. It wasn't long before
she was regularly visiting Will, who was to
become her soul mate and life partner, in
London for week-ends and on her Mother's
passing moved down permanently to their
small flat just off the Caledonian Rd. Pat
soon found a job at Scholl's foot product
plant in Clerkenwell Rd. on the edge of the
City and immediately adjusted to the
London Transport system, discovered the
West End shopping centre of Oxford,
Regent & Bond street which would never
be the same again as there was always "a
bargain to be found".

She started visiting Swavesey for week-
ends and holiday periods in the second half
of the '80's, subject to their combined working schedules and was for the first time able
to experience life in a rural village, the quietness of which initially came as bit of a
shock having been a city dweller up to then. As ever Pat was quick to adapt and soon
made friends with yet another group of people as their increasingly regular week-end
visits nearly always managed to include a visit to the local hostelry for an evening's
relaxation & entertainment with the odd glass of wine included.

Early in 1999 Pat & Will took the opportunity to buy the lease on the White Horse with
the original intention of being "sleeping partners" insofar as the day to day running of
the pub was concerned but circumstances forced a change in their long term plans  and
they had no choice but to take the reins much sooner than originally planned. Though,
as she would admit, she wasn't particularly academically minded, Pat took what was
then the BII, Whitbread and magistrates business course for Public House licencees
and passed with flying colours and so they took over the running of the pub.
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With her out-going & fun loving personality coupled with her ability to deal with
people and manage situations, whilst at the same time not being afraid of hard work,
she rapidly took to her new position and it wasn't long before she became "Momma"
Pat to many of the younger members of staff, many of whom were experiencing their
first part-time jobs. The next decade flew by with Pat & the pub being instrumental in
re-inaugurating the Swavesey Barrel Rolling, the birth of Mayfest, Beer Festivals,
firework parties on the Market Street Green, the Legendary White Horse Pop Quiz,
kiddies Xmas & Halloween parties and music nights to name a few.

Her world turned upside down in the early hours of Dec. 3rd 2011 when she tripped
on the staircase which resulted in a fractured  right leg along with 3 broken ribs. What
followed can best be described as being little short of relentless physical & mental
torture as she underwent some 12 operations including corrective surgery and spent
more than 24 weeks in hospital in the following 18 months before having to endure
an above knee amputation as a result of an incurable bone disease contracted during
the original surgery.  Pat typically bore this misfortune with remarkable fortitude but
unfortunately began to suffer further health complications largely as a result of being
confined to her wheel-chair and sadly passed away in the early hours of December
20th following 10 days in the John Farman Intensive Care unit in Addenbrookes.

She will be remembered by so many, God bless her & may she rest in peace at last.
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SCHOOLS INFORMATION

9am – 10am Sing Up choir 4yrs – 12yrs

10am – 11am Rockin’ Rhythms I interactive theory
lessons

4yrs – 7yrs

Rockin’ Rhythms II 8+yrs
Rockin’ Rhythms III Grade 3+

11am – 12pm Junior Orchestra instrumental
ensemble

all levels;
all ages

Rock School guitars, drums,
vocals

9+yrs

Swavesey Music School
Swavesey Village College
Gibraltar Lane
Swavesey
CB24 4RS

Audrey Caldwell, Director of Music
acaldwell@swaveseyvc.co.uk
http://swaveseyms.co.uk/

Now in its 7th. Year!
Term starts September 13th. ~ come along and find
out

what it’s all about!
£3.50 per session!

Swavesey Primary School and Pre School

The Pre School, Primary School and Village College are opening their doors to the
community, parents and pupils for the opportunity to look at the new buildings that have
recently been completed.

When: Saturday 21st May, 10am until 1pm

Where:  Swavesey Primary School, Middlewatch, Swavesey and
 Swavesey Village College, Gibraltar Lane, Swavesey

We are very excited to have reached the end of these build projects and would love to
welcome you into our new spaces.

There will be refreshments at both venues and some children’s activities at the primary
school.
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All children under 5 welcome to these term-time toddler
groups. Find out what is going on from our
Facebook group – “Swavesey playgroups”.

A great chance to meet local parents.

Tuesday 10-11.30am
In the back room of the
Bethel Church, different craft
activities, stories and themes
each week. £2

Wednesday 10–12noon
At the Memorial Hall, singing
with Sharon from 11.15am,
all ages. £4

Swavesey Playtimers
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Swimming in Swavesey
Ed Williams from local Swavesey swim school Elite Swimming Academy Ltd gives his
top tips for parents most frequently asked questions about children’s swimming.

1. When can my child start swimming lessons?
We take children from 3 years of age in classes capped at just 3 students. 3 years tends to
be the age when most children are confident and independent enough to be given
instructions by a coach without needing a parent present for support. We find this is the
fastest way to develop independent swimming at a young age.

2. Why is it important for them to learn to swim?
Unlike other sports, swimming is a vital life skill. Not only will it develop fitness but it
could save your child’s life. We don’t just teach the children to swim, we teach them to
be the best swimmers they can possibly be in the shortest space of time.

3. My child's scared of the water, how can I encourage them to swim?
It is very common for children to be apprehensive or even scarred of swimming. It is a
fear of the unknown but our methods get them to believe in themselves very quickly.
There are  a lot of things you can do at home as well like making bath time fun, picking
up toys from the bottom of the bath, and going swimming as a family as much as possible
to show how comfortable you as parents are with the water.

4. How quickly will my children learn to swim?
Each child will progress at their own rate so some are noticeably quicker than others at
taking to the water. We guarantee that your child will progress vastly quicker with us than
they would with any other swim school with our unique methods. To give you a more
accurate idea of progress, if we take a child from 3 years old with basic water confidence
from family swimming, we can usually have them swimming unaided front crawl, back
stroke and breast stroke by their fourth birthdays. Not many companies can do that but it
is pretty standard for us!

5. Why should parents choose Elite Swimming Academy rather than their local
 leisure centre classes?
Investing in lessons with ESA is a big decision as we are a lot more expensive than leisure
centre lessons. You do however get the results you pay for and can be assured of a very
different level of service to what you will experience anywhere else. Our teachers are
world class and our pools provide a relaxed environment with no distractions. Combine
this with our small classes of just 3 students and you can understand why we guarantee
to get your child progressing years quicker than anywhere else.

Elite Swimming Academy run classes on Fridays and Saturdays at The Windmill Pool in
Swavesey.

Call them on 01954 578 699 or visit www.eliteswimmingacademy.co.uk/swavesey
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“Exciting New Adult Learning Classes at
Swavesey Village College”

If you’re looking to enhance your current skills, increase your
confidence, keep active and fit or just meet new people who
want the same as you, there’s something for everyone.

New for the summer term - Walking Football - Thought your
footballing days were over, think again! Enjoy a slow-paced
version of the beautiful game. Aimed at the over 50’s or those
recovering from injuries or with mobility problems.

Dig out those old family photos and join Restoration and
Re-Touching of Old Photos

Brush up on your computer skills with Introduction To
Microsoft Excel/Word

Try something new for the summer:
ǒ Italian for Beginners
ǒ Tai Chi
ǒ Stone Sculpture
ǒ Learn to Love Your Over locker
ǒ Blues Guitar

and many more.

For details of all our classes please visit the Swavesey Village
College website Community Education tab, email us on
community@swaveseyvc.co.uk or call us on 01954 234488.
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